Windows Live – a FABULOUS tool with MANY functions
I first used Windows live to facilitate a project for my Biology class. The assignment for the students is described on the rubric below.  The advantage of using Windows live is that at the end of each computer lab day, students could upload their work to the file folder that was created.  They could then work at home, independent of their partners OR communicating back and forth as they EACH edit their work.  There is NO need for thumb drives or external storage devices and work NEVER gets “lost”.   Finally, as a class, they ALL had access to each other’s contribution in order to complete the final project.  How I used Windows live for the first time in my Biology class:

1.  I joined – made myself an account – “signed up” on Windows live.  http://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=11&ct=1272376885&rver=5.5.4177.0&wp=MBI&wreply=http:%2F%2Fhome.live.com%2F&lc=1033&id=251248
2. Have your students set up their own Windows ID.  (over half of my students ALREADY had one)

3.  Log in using your new id

4. Choose “more” on the menu bar. Then select “groups”

5. Follow on screen instructions to create a “biology” group (obviously this is adaptable to MANY content areas.
6. After the group is created, the site will ask you to invite the students into the group.  While students were beginning their powerpoint slides, I just had them come up one at a time to give me their Windows email address.  
7. Students need to log on to Windows Live, go to their email, pick up your invitation to join, and click “join”

8. Now you are all ready to work.  While logged on,  go to “more” again and choose ‘groups” and select your new group.

9. Now on the left menu choose “skydrive”.  Follow instructions to make a folder in skydrive that all of your students can have access to.  This is the folder that they will upload their work to.

10. From here on out, you are only limited by your imagination.  

  Fish Amphibian and Reptile Project

General Idea:  You will be making a movie that compares fish, amphibians and reptiles.  Each person will make slides/documents that take one topic and place it in a common document at Windows live.  When ALL documents are in, small groups will work with those documents to create a movie.  This is the first year for this project, so the rubric is a work in progress.  I need LOTS of student feedback to make this work for you to the max!

	
	
	Points Possible
	Points earned
	Teacher comments

	Pairs Work
	You will have no less than 5 slides per topic – one for fish, one for amphibians and one for reptiles.
	10
	
	

	
	Each slide will need text – very Concise text, but CUTE and creative
	5
	
	

	
	Slides must be uploaded to Windows Live group and they must be ON TIME
	5
	
	

	Content
	Your slides must take EACH phyla and compare the SAME characteristics.  Give SPECIFIC examples as much as possible
	20
	
	

	Grammar and format
	Good spelling and large enough print to be helpful.

Colors easily seen with busy backgrounds
	5
	
	

	MOVIE
	
	
	
	

	Title or opening
	You need to create a catchy title that will grab an elementary student’s attention
	2
	
	

	
	Have your groups’s FIRST Name and last initial ONLY on the movie
	3
	
	

	Segue
	You create transitions between topics AND between pages. (There is a logical reason to go from one topic to another
	5
	
	

	Sound
	WE can hear it and understand the sound.
	5
	
	

	Time
	The movie does not exceed 5 minutes.  As a first time project this one has a little leeway.  We’ll see how it goes
	5
	
	

	Visuals and final product
	You will depend on others to do nice work, but you can manipulate THEIR work in your final project if you choose. (make pictures bigger or move them.
	10
	
	

	Total Points
	
	75
	
	


Project Choices

1. Environment in which they are found



Acquatic/land/both?



Globally? Arborial ,

2. Respiratory System

3. Circulatory system- types of hearts and how they work and structure

4. Reproduction- kind – external, internal, type eggs etc - MORE

5. Classes – compare HOW the classes are determined? As well as what they are? And who is in each class

6. Examples in each phylum

7. Heat control (body heat regulation)

8. Unique body designs

9. Predator/prey information.  Phylum as a predator and phylum as prey – what do they eat and what eats THEM

10. Unique BEHAVIORS – hibernation, estivation more? Digging holes?

11. Human interactions – competitions and benefits to each other

12. ODD and unusual facts not listed anywhere

